
Sent by Love: A Study of Acts, Part 2 

Acts 16:16 - 40 “Paul and Silas in Prison” 

September 19, 2021 – Leigh McLeroy 

Welcome & Prayer  

Read: Acts 16:16 - 40 (Review: Acts 16: 6-15)  

Acts 16: 16-40 (ESV) 

Paul and Silas in Prison 
16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, 
crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of 
salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, 
turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” 
And it came out that very hour. 
19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 
dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to the 
magistrates, they said, “These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21 They advocate 
customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.” 22 The crowd joined in 
attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with 
rods. 23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, 
ordering the jailer to keep them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner 
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

The Philippian Jailer Converted 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were 
unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword 
and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a 
loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 And the jailer[e] called for lights and 
rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them 
out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him 
and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed 
their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. 34 Then he brought them up into 
his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had 
believed in God. 
35 But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men go.” 36 And the 
jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore 
come out now and go in peace.” 37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us publicly, 
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uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into prison; and do they now 
throw us out secretly? No! Let them come themselves and take us out.” 38 The police reported 
these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were Roman 
citizens. 39 So they came and apologized to them. And they took them out and asked them to 
leave the city. 40 So they went out of the prison and visited Lydia. And when they had seen the 
brothers, they encouraged them and departed. 

I. Birthing the church at Philippi: Lydia and her household (Acts 16: 11-15) 

• The first known convert to Chris1anity at Philippi was female and gen1le.  
• The Lord “opened her heart” to respond to the message of Paul. 
• The gospel’s influence begins to grow in a household. 
• That household becomes a de-facto headquarters. 

Discuss: 

1. Was Lydia an unlikely “ground zero” for the faith at Philippi? Why or why not? How have 
you seen the gospel take root in unexpected ways? 

2. Can you trace the gospel’s influence in your own “household of faith”? 

II. Birthing the Church at Philippi: A slave woman with a demon (Acts 16: 16-24) 

• Paul & Silas meet a slave girl with a demonic spirit that predicted the future; her 
handlers used her torment for their own profit. 

• Paul exorcised this spirit, but her handlers were not pleased. 
• They brought false charges against Paul & Silas before the magistrates. 
• Paul & Silas are severely beaten and thrown in jail. 

Discuss: 

1. How was this woman a cap1ve? 
2. Was what she was saying true? Why do you think Paul was bothered by her and her 

message? 
3. In what ways did the gospel set her free? 
4. Why were Paul & Silas were viewed as a threat by the slave owners? By the city? 

III. Birthing the Church at Philippi: A municipal jailer and his household (Acts 16: 
25-40) 

• Bound and jailed, Paul & Silas begin worshipping God as the other prisoners 
listen. 



• An earthquake shakes the prison and prisons are able to escape. 
• The jailer is terrified and tries to kill himself, but Paul stops him saying all the 

prisoners are s1ll there! The jailer falls before Paul & Silas and asks how he can 
saved. 

• When they hear the gospel, the jailer and his whole household are saved. 
• The magistrates order Paul & Silas released, but Paul demands an escort out of 

jail (the equivalent of a public apology). 
• Paul & Silas are escorted from the prison and a\er going to Lydia’s house and 

encouraging those gathered there, they leave Philippi. 

Discuss: 

1. Is prison an appropriate place for praise? Why or why not?  
2. Why do you think Paul & Silas didn’t use the earthquake as “cover” to escape? 
3. What do you think caused the jailer to ask how he could be saved? 
4. Describe the earliest converts at Philippi as a group. Would you consider Philippi a strong 

“church plant”? Why or why not? 
5. What evidences of supernatural power do you see in these events? 


